
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



552 Some Account of the Second Troop of Philadelphia Horse. 



SOME ACCOUNT OP THE SECOND TEOOP OP PHILA- 
DELPHIA HOESE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MISS MART C. MCALLISTER. 

From the close of the Revolution to our second war with 
England there were from one to four " troops of horse" in 
Philadelphia at various dates, and in 1§10 the troops of the 
city and county were formed into a regiment, with Robert 
Wharton, of the First Troop, as colonel commanding. The 
date of the organization of the Second Troop is not known 
to the writer, but it was probably after the passage of the 
Militia Act of 1793 and prior to the breaking out, in 1794, 
of the " Whiskey Insurrection" in Western Pennsylvania. 
Its uniform was a short blue coat with buff facings and 
yellow buttons ; a buff waistcoat with four rows of yellow 
buttons ; a pair of close buckskin breeches ; a pair of close 
boots with black tops ; a pair of spurs ; a leather cap with 
bear-skin crest and leopard-skin band; a leather stock; 
buff leather gloves ; a uniform sword, carried in a buff belt 
across the shoulder ; a pair of pistols ; a cartouche-box, 
worn on a belt around the waist; uniform saddle and 
holsters having bear-skin caps; blue saddle-cloth having 
two rows of buff binding ; and bit and bridoon-bridle with 
buff front and blue and buff. 

The by-laws and regulations require : 

" For each of the ahove enumerated articles not worn on parade, the 
delinquent member shall pay a fine of one quarter of a dollar. 

" For every neglect to parade on the days prescribed by law, or when 
the troop is ordered out by the commanding officer, on a day's previous 
notice, each delinquent member shall pay a fine of one dollar ; and for 
non-attendance at private meetings, when served with notice, a fine of 
one quarter of a dollar. 
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"The muster-roll of the troop shall be called on the parade, one hour 
after the time appointed for assembling ; and at private meetings, one 
hour after the time specified in the notice, when absentees shall be fined, 
unless excused by sickness, or unavoidable absence. 

" The officers agree to pay double fines in case of delinquency. 

" The fines to be paid at the next meeting of the troop, into the hands 
of the Quarter-master, to remain subject to the order of the Captain, 
for defraying the necessary expenses of the troop. 

" Should the fines be inadequate to defray the expenses of the troop, 
the deficiency shall be supplied by an equal payment, to be made by 
each member. 

" A statement of the expenditures and receipts shall be made by the 
Quarter-master, and laid before the troop half-yearly. 

"Applicants for admission into the troop shall be proposed by a 
member at one meeting, and balloted for at the next. But in case the 
member proposing is intimately acquainted with the applicant, he may 
request permission that he be balloted for at the same meeting: A 
majority of the members present agreeing thereto, he shall be balloted 
for accordingly. 

" Each candidate, on his being elected a member of the troop, shall 
pay into the hands of the Quarter-master, three dollars, towards defray- 
ing the expense of the troop : The member who proposed him to be 
accountable for the same. 

"Two thirds of the members present shall be required to admit a 
candidate. 

"A majority of the troop to make a quorum. 

" It shall be the duty of the Quarter-master, to keep an exact record 
of the proceedings at the several meetings of the troop, and to inform 
the members of the time and place of assembling, on the order of the 
commanding officer. — That he report at the meetings, the delinquent 
members, charged with fines, or such quotas as may have been agreed 
on, for the support of the troop : And on three months default in meet- 
ing the troop, agreeable to notice, and non-payment of fines, as afore- 
said, on motion of one of the members present, the sense of the troop 
ghall be taken by ballot, at the next meeting, whether he is any longer 
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to be considered as a member, or expelled the troop. A majority of the 
members present, constituting a quorum, to determine the same." 

On September 17, 1794, the Second Troop, which was 
to form a part of the cavalry force called out to suppress 
the " Whiskey Insurrection," fully armed and equipped, 
assembled on Market Street, east of Twelfth, where, after 
being inspected by its captain, Abraham Singer, it marched, 
via Norristown, Reading, and Harrisburg, to Carlisle, where 
it went into camp. It mustered one captain, two lieuten- 
ants, one cornet, one surgeon, one quartermaster, two ser- 
geants, and sixteen privates. 

The most interesting event of its tour of duty took place 
on October 3, when the army encamped around Carlisle 
was paraded to receive his Excellency President Washing- 
ton. When the services of the soldiery were no longer 
required, the cavalry reached the city in advance of the 
infantry, and on December 10, Singer's troop with the other 
two troops escorted the Macpherson Blues into the city, and 
as they marched down Market Street were reviewed by the 
President from the steps of his residence. Four days later 
the same courtesy was extended to Colonel Francis Gur- 
ney's regiment. During the " Fries Rebellion," sometimes 
called the " Hot Water War," the troop also performed 
twenty days' service. With the exception of escort duty 
performed for Presidents Washington and Adams and Gen- 
eral Anthony Wayne, participating in the sham funeral of 
General Washington in December of 1799, and in local 
celebrations, the history of the troop is uneventful. 

Captain Abraham Singer, its first commander, was born 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, April 25, 1765, where his 
parents, Casper and Eva M. Singer, were then residing. 
The family removed to Philadelphia, where the father with 
his sons Abraham and John entered mercantile life, and 
later the two brothers continued the partnership. 

On May 8, 1794, Captain Singer was married by Bishop 
White to Ann, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth (Single- 
ton) Tress. 
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His first appearance in military life was in the summer of 
1786, as a private in Captain Eleazar Oswald's company of 
foot, which offered its services to dispossess the British of 
the posts and forts they held on our Western frontier. 

Captain Singer was a man of good presence, courteous 
in his manners, exceedingly hospitable, and his death in 
the prime of life, January 3, 1815, was a great loss to a 
large circle of friends and to the community. 

Joseph B. McKean, sometime Attorney-General of the 
Commonwealth, succeeded Captain Singer as commander 
of the Second Troop. 
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